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"Youth of the new millennium, do not misuse your freedom.... Submit yourselves solely to Christ,
who desires your good and authentic joy... In this way you will discover that it is in adhering to the
will of God alone that we can become the light of the world and the salt of the earth! These
realities, as sublime as challenging, can be understood and lived solely in a climate of constant
prayer. This is the secret to enter into and to live in the will of God."
JP II, meeting with young adults in Rome on 21.3.02, mentions constant fidelity to prayer and to the
will of God for a new millennium of Christian witness.

Theresa with her friend Kara and her Godchildren, Rosey and Matthias.
Date for your diary: Theresaʼs first
profession of vows at the 11.30am Mass
on Sunday 23rd September. There will be
light refreshments after the Mass. If you
wish to join us for this celebration please
email us at
info@walsinghamcommunity.org

Our ethos of helping people live vocationally, by helping all people enter into a deeper relationship
with God so as to follow His will in their lives, has taken on a deeper significance with the work we
have now started at the shrine to Our Lady at Walsingham. One important aspect of our charism is
the link between formation and vocation that we are refining in our own formation model. We are
very grateful to Fr. Len Koeffler and Ms. Thalia Slimm from the Institute of St Anselm who are
overseeing the development of our formation policies. Their positive encouragement of the route
we are taking, i.e. reflecting on experience as a means to arrive at integrative transformation,
rather than just providing lots of information, gives us the courage to pursue this path, even if it is
more arduous and challenging. Dietrich Von Hildebrand noted noted as early as the 1940's with
extreme perspicacity that the full import of the baptismal call to become new men and women in
Christ is not always fully appreciated. What God expects of us as Christians is too often minimized
and taken too lightly. Pope Benedict also reminds us constantly that today's age needs more
saints. We are all called to enter into a process of transformation into Christ. 2 Cor 3 18. And to
arrive at this there must be a strong desire to change. (More of this in the next newsletter).
Many of you may have noticed that a National Vocations Framework has been released, a
document which is very encouraging for us. (See http://www.ukvocation.org/national-vocationsframework for details.) It is a confirmation of the original inspiration guiding one of the first, if not
the first, Vocations Discernment Group in the country which we was set up together with Fr. John
Armitage. This happened way back in 1999, before even the National Office for Vocation or the
Compass project were even started. The guidelines contained in the document, encouraging a
move from recruitment to discernment is music to our ears - especially for Sr. Camilla who was
given the remit of Vocations Work soon after taking her first vows 25 years ago in the Italian

Institute which she belonged to. Her experience of Diocesan Vocations Teams, discernment
groups and especially the seven years of working in Milan where Cardinal Maria Martini introduced
Samuel Groups has been central to the Inspiration behind our charism.

Returning to happenings in the community itself: family circumstances meant that Katherine had to
return home before Easter. We keep regularly in touch and the door is always open to her should
she wish to come back. As many of you know we receive great support from Sr Veronica and Sr
Antonia, Sisters of Our Lady of Pity, who always allow us to use one of the flats or rooms at their
property for times of rest and retreat. This year Sr Gabi and Theresa had a good hermit experience
during Easter week whereas Sr Camilla managed to come down with broncho-pneumonia which
took her quite a while to recover from. She managed to recover enough to start work up at
Walsingham accompanied by Theresa, who nursed her so well that she did not have a relapse or
spread her illness to others in or out of the community.

Sr. Camilla is finding every weekend at Walsingham to be very blessed, especially in meeting
pilgrims of all ages from around the country. She is just about managing the amount of travel she is
engaged in at present. She is also dealing with the sale of the family home in south-west London at
the same time. Please pray that this goes smoothly as it will provide some funds for an eventual
home at Walsingham. Sr Gabi accompanied her for the 3000 strong Tamil pilgrimage in May which
proved to be a gentle introduction to the 10,000 strong Tamil pilgrimage to come at the beginning
of July. What was particularly striking was to see the number of young families, teenagers and
young adults in the crowds. The Hindu/ Catholic mix was also interesting with Hindu devotees
offering salt and pepper to Our Lady in the Slipper Chapel and several wanting to kiss Sr Gabi's
feet as she sat praying by Our Lady! Mike, a friend of the community who visits often, had recently
pointed out that she has already been canonised on our website: on the personal stories page of
the website she appears as St Gabi : ) (Something we have yet to correct.) We believe that the
size of such pilgrimages point to an as yet untapped inter-faith dimension of Walsingham's
spirituality.... Oh, there is so much to discover in what God is giving us through our charism!
Sr Gabi is doing well in taking over the general running of Abbotswick, making decisions as
regards to the bookings coming in. We are lucky in that we have at last found a good assistant
administrator in the person of Joan who lives just 15 mins away. She has settled well into the role
and is freeing us up considerably for the work of spiritual direction and accompaniment, which is an
important part of our ministry. Sr Gabi and Theresa also did a stupendous job of leading a day's
retreat for a local confirmation group. Many of them said that they wish they could come to us
every weekend - we are not sure if that is because the grounds are so beautiful or because they
enjoyed the input given :). The parish priest said a couple of days later that the feedback received
from several of them was very positive and encouraging. We hope to do more of this work once
Theresa has taken her vows. She continues to study hard and is covering a lot of ground in her
novitiate program.

Please pray for Sr Camilla and Sr Gabi who are off to Newfoundland for a mission at the end of
June. They are going there for John's ordination to the priesthood. He had received some
vocational accompaniment from us several years ago whilst living in England and now he has
arrived at journey's end..... Whilst there they will be leading a retreat for young adults and meeting
people in various parishes. So please pray that this visit across the pond proves fruitful at every
level. This is our first mission abroad and has been well planned over the months with our online
extended community.... Skype is proving to be an amazing tool for evangelisation as well.
As a relatively young religious community (8 years old) we try to keep up to date with developments in religious life. We are passionately in love with our vocation and are full of hope for the
future of religious life in the western world. Certainly it continues to go through tough times at
present. Recently we attended a conference dedicated specifically to looking at the future of
religious life in the UK and in Europe. About 250 women and men from different congregations and
institutes attended this hope-filled event. The icing on the cake for us was a long private meeting

with Archbishop Joseph Tobin (above), undersecretary at the dicastery dealing with consecrated
life in the Vatican. He had been present throughout the conference and gave us almost an hour of
his time at the end of it. We were grateful to be able to share with him our experience of being a
new religious community in the country as well as some of our hopes for the future. He gave us the
thumbs up for what we are doing and was very encouraging and supportive.
Please can you keep Jim especially in prayer at this time. He has applied to join the men's side of
the community and as one of our first brothers will need all the graces necessary to be faithful to
the call of God, for himself and for those who will follow in his footsteps. He should be with us
sometime during the month of July so will spend August with the whole community up at
Walsingham. It will be our first time at Walsingham as a community for any length of time and an
important time of discernment. Abbostwick is closed during the month of August so this permits us
to be together for our work and mission.
On this note we will sign off wishing each of you every blessing for the coming months. As we
liturgically enter into ordinary time may the love of God fill our hearts in such a way that every day
will be experienced as extraordinary time.

With much love and many prayers,
Sr Camilla, Sr Gabriela, and Theresa

